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Washington, Nov. M, 1878.
R. W. Thompson, Secretary of the Navy, in his an¬

nual report to the 1Jresident says that since the date
of his former report the condition of the navy has
been considerably improvod. There are now in com¬

mission twenty-eight cruising ships, one steamboat
and five sailing vessels, making thirty-four in all.
These are in condition for uctive service except the
Gettysburg, now in the. Mediterranean squadron,
which, having deteriorated in her.irou plating and hav¬
ing recently broken a shaft, will probably require more
repairs tban it would be good eoonomy to make. This
will reduce the number to thirty three now in com¬
mission as cruisers and needing no immediate repairs.
There are six vessels, including one monitor, recentty
put out of commission for repairs, all of which can

be made ready for sea again in the course of a few
months. The work will be dono with all possible de¬
spatch. Besides these there are thirteen needing re¬

pairs somewhat more extensive, and which it will re¬

quire more time to make; but the whole of these
nineteen vessels can be repaired and put also in
thorough condition with the present appropriations
and those asked for the next fiscal year, and there¬
fore without any additional churge upon the Treasury.
That is, if the same appropriations shall bo made for
the next fiscal year as have been made for the pres¬
ent, the department will be enabled to make the
necessary repairs upon all these vessels, so that the
number of cruisers will be to that extent increased.
When this is accomplished the cffoctivo cruising force
of the navy will be forty-seven steam and five sailing
thips, making the total number fifty-two.

TUK MOMlTOltS.

The number of monitors now ready for service is
thirteen, and as the one recently put out of commission
can be soon repaired, and the Miantonoinah can be
completed out of existing appropriations, the num.
ber may be properly fixed nt fiftoen. Two torpedo
boats are now also ready for aervlce. It will be seen,
therefore, that without any increase of appropria¬
tions beyond what is asked for.that is,
within the means under the control of the
deportment, with the current appropriation.tho
total fighting force of tho navy will be fifty-two cruis¬
ing snips, fifteen monitors and two torpedo boats,
making in all sixty-nino. But this does not show
the whole naval force that could be put in service in
rase of necessity. Tho four double-turreted moni¬
tors and one slngle-tnrreted now in progress.the
Puritan, Amphitrite, Monadnock, Dictator and
Terror.could be completed without much dc-
luy with the necessary appropriations for
that purpose. Six cruising ships, upon which
repairs are not at present contemplated.the Colo¬
rado, Wabush, Franklin, Florida, Minnesota uud New
York.could be soon put in condition as fighting ships
if necessity required it, and this being done, the fight¬
ing force of the navy would bo fifty-seven cruising
ships, twenty monitors and two torpedo boats, to
which could be added m rose of imminent necessity
two other steam and two sailing vessels, thus making
the total number eighty-three. The number might
still be increased, however, by utilizing eight
large Iron tugs of over three hundred tons
each now at the navy yards and other stations, which
could bo converted into gun or torpedo boats, und
thus make the whole uuuilwr of war vessels of all
classes ninety-one. There are tldrty-two steam and
sailing vessels now unfit for use for warlike purposes,
although four of these might, if necessity demanded
it, be put in condition for temporury service at sea.
Of these four have been in use nearly sixty years,
having been built before the year 18*20, and fifteen
were built before the war, leaving fourteen only that
have been built and two that were purchased since
the beginning of the war.

I NH I FOB FlUUTIVG PURPOSES.
Of those built (luring the war ten were constructed

with great rapidity and under the pressure of tlie
most urgent necessity, and consequently out of lum¬
ber not sufficiently seasoned to insure their dura¬
bility, even to the average life of other veaacls.
Their decay, therefore, has been unavoidably rapid,
and a* it would not be good economy to undertake the
r pair of vessel* ao far decayed as the greater part of
these now aro, it would be better that they should be
sold or broken up and authority conferred upon
the department to use the proceeds tor the repair
of such other vessels as may nu«d them, so as to
keep the navy iu its present condition of elhcicucy
as nearly as possible without additional drafts upon
the Treasury. To this number of vessels unlit for
fighting purposes may be added four iron-clad*.
Which ahotild also de disposed of in the same way.
tf. then, there should be added to the fund thus pro¬
duced the proceeds of the sales of waste material
the business of the department would be greatly
facilitated without new appropriations.

COMMOIMJUE .-HOKKI.L>r'S TRIP.

The Secretary devotes some space to the condition
Of the several squadrons, tile names of the command¬
ers and the vessels composing them, and then says:.
The Ticonderoga has been detailed, under the com¬

mand of Commodore It. \V. Hhufoldt, for spacial (ser¬
vice upon the coast of Africa and in the Must Indian
Islands. This serv ice is regarded us especially im¬
portant in its relations, not merely to international
matter.- collided to it. but to our commercial inter¬
ests. The otbeer assigned to this command is pecu¬
liarly lilted for the delicate duty confided to him, an I
the most satisfactory results are expected from his
cruise. Besides his other duties he Inn been desig¬
nated to act as a commissioner to adjust a contro¬
versy iu reference to the boundary line between the
British possessions in Africa and Liberia.

HU.1VKT fir THE AMAZON.
An expedition of a character somewhat kindred to

this was fitted out during lust summer, with the En¬
terprise. under the command of Comiuandar Thomas
(). Selfridgo. Realizing the obligation of omit¬
ting nothing in its power to open up com¬
mercial intercourse lietwcen all parts of South
America and the United Slates, the department
directed a survey of I he Amazon and Madeira rivers.
The importance of these rivers as natural out¬
lets for the internal commerce of that Countiy
cannot he overestimate I. Thny connect Bolivia
witli tii" Atlantic, and the people of that country are

beginning to roalizo the benefits they will derive
from an eneoursgMhcnt of their navigation. A com¬
pany organized in the United States is now engaged
in const in ting a railroad around the fulls of the
Madeira, which, when Completed, will enable our
merchants to cai ry on a irge and profitable trail.1
with the interior, it wus deemed important that
before this trade should be developed tlie people of
Bolivia should bo convinced that it would be to tha
uiutuul advantage of both countries if commercial
intercourse wus established between them and the
people of the United Ntutes.

Till NotlTHItnW LAKES.
The Michigan lias hocn employed for a number of

yours upon the uortliern lakes. The question whether
or not the arrangement of April as, isi7, in reference
to the naval force* of (.treat Britain uud the United
States on tho lakes, remains still iu toroc or has been
terminated by the Joint resolution of Congress
approved February V, isttii. must rest upon
the decision of (.'engross. Tlie diplomatic en¬

gagements between the two governments since
the passage of the Joint resolution have been
considered directory to the department, and in con-
«cqh nee the Michigan has hocn kept iu commission
and continued in the service lor wuich sho Was de¬
signed. Tho vessel is now very milch out of
repair, and requires extauslvo work to t o
clone upon her in order to keep her in condi¬
tion fur service if the oliligetiou of 1817 remains iu
force. This would require a large aspendituro of
money, and it would probably be more economical to
sell her and apply the proceeds, as iar as lliuy would
go, to building a new ship for this special service.
'J hn e quest 1 mi iuo respectfully aubuiittcd to Con*'
gress.

KRII.VU U: I.
The appropriations of the present year having been

thus fat, like those of the Ust, appllod to thu ordinary
expanse* of the service and to such repairs Of vessels
as nil absolutely necessary, and it having been iotlud
that they are sufficient for tins purpose, the depart¬
ment litis n »t fo't itself justified ingoing beyond Ihcin
iu the estimates for the next fiscal year. These esti¬
mates are shown by tlie lolluwing table;.
pay of the navy $7,350,000
pay of civil establishment in uavy ynrds.. 1811,WD
Orilnsuce and Torpedo corps 273,000
foal, hemp and equipment 800,000
Navigation and navigation suppling 104,500
llvlrogmphi work 4(1,DUO
Revel Observatory Nautical Almanac 4J.XO0
Repair* and prOMurvatlou of vessels l.juu.ooo
gteam machinery, tools, Ac soo.uuo
Provisions for tlie navy 1,800,(100
Repair* ol hospitals and laboratoriM IKI.UOO
Surgeons' hoeoaaarles and Naval Uoapitai

iuud. tf»,0tW

Contingent expenses of the department and
bureaus

Naval Academy.
Support of Marine corxts
Naval Asylum at l'liiludi Iplila
Maintenance of yard* and docks
Itepairs, he., of navy yartU
Total
It will bo observed that the total of this aiuouut is

$33,343 75 in excess or the appropriations for the
present >ear. This is for the benefit of the Marino
corps and tlio Naval Academy. The former is mailo
up of amotiut* necessary on account of the longevity
pay ot officers and privates; that of officers on the r e¬

tired list: pay of clerks and messengers; pay to soldiers
for clothing undrawn; increase of pity for leatlnr
of the band, unit comniutulioitiof officers'quarters.
The latter la made up of amount. inves.-,.iry lor pay
of one mechanic on account of enlargement of luh<»»
ratory; a small increase of pay to the captain of the
watch oil aecouut of iiis liaviug also to perform other
duties; an increase for tin expenses of the Hoard of
Visitors, and pay of an additional maehiuh-t neces¬

sary in the department of steam engineering. No
part of the excess is on accouut of the navy proper.

¦xnowrruuM*.
The amount of appropriations ajiplieable to tho

current expenses for the fiscal year ended June ltd,
1878, was $14,4.15,152 30. Tho actual expense, exclu¬
sive of deficiencies during that period, was
jl3,S0it,814 00. Of the Unexpended balance on hard
June <10, 167s, there remains $501,272 00 to the credit
of the bureaus of equipment and recruiting, yards
uud docks, ordnance, navigation, construction
and repairs, steam engineering, provisions and
clothing, and medicine and surgery. The appro¬
priations available for the present fiscal year com¬

mencing I uly 1, 1878, are $14,538,-131 70. .'L'ho whole
amount drawn from the Treasury from July 1 to
November 1, li#H, is $1,740,551 14: refunded tho same
period, $70,'.M0 75, which deducted from the amount
drawn will show the actual expenditures from July
1 to November 1, ls78, to have been $4,(511,503 33.
The expenditure during, the same period was

$5,100,4(12 fi, showing that of tliu present year to
have boeu $520,393 24 lest- than last year.
From the tables contained In the report it will,

the Secretary says, be sncu tliat the total estimates of
the last fiscal year. Including the amount appropri¬
ated for the deficiencies of the previous year, ware

$17,4(18,892 05, after dcductiug the deficiencies of 1877
and 1878, which wore $4,101,478 56.
Tho amount chargeable to tho expenditures of tho

year was $13,300,314 00, which was $707,139 18 less
than tho actual expenses of the previous'year and
$4,938,077 74 less than the expenditures, including
the deficiencies of that year, and $4,030,430 03 less
than the expenditures of the year ended Juno 30, 1870.

l.ELATIOXH OK THE NAVY TO COMME.ECE.

Secretary Thompson next discusses tho relations of
the navy to commerce. He says:.
In my lust annual report the attention of Congress

was directed to tho condition of our commerce and
the relations borne to It by the navy. Our rapidly in¬
creasing exports since that time have demonstrated
that this country must become the greatest producing
country in the world. The area of our improved
lauds is anuuully enlarging, keeping pace with our
rapidly increasing population, and giving as¬
surance that the surplus of our agricul¬
tural and manufacturing products will become
correspondingly greater every year. Consequent
upon this the skill of our manufacturers, artisans
and laborers will in the future of our history bo
called into still further requisition. And, as expe¬
rience-baa shown that no nation can afford to leave
its commerce unguarded upon the seas, the duty of
protectiug ours is now greater and more urgent than
it has ever been before. This duty is confided to the
legislative department of the government, and it
would be unjust to assume that under any exigency
of our affairs it will not be discharged.
The Secretary at very considerable length refers to

the legislation of this country in regard to commerce

and the regulation of our coasting trade, and pays at.
tention to the decrease in our tonnage and ocean

carrying trade, which began in 1861 and has continued
until during the present year tho former large per¬
centage in onr favor has been decreased to 26.3 per
cent of freightage, and in tho transportation
of passengers we retain only 6.7 per cent,
whereas wo formerly carried ail. Tho Secre¬
tary's reference to the disadvantages under which
this country labors in relation to the carrying trade
of the world are voluminous, and he shows our de¬
pendency upon foreign nations for the transportation
of our surplus productions to the markets ol' the
world. He says:

If it is to become a part of our settled policy that
our commercial marine shall remain iu this con¬
dition of inferiority upon the oceau, and this drain
upon our wealth is to continue, we shall be left to
decide the future of our navy with reference only to
the possibility of war with foreign Powers and to the
means of our national defence by proper pro
tcrtion to our coasts and harbors, lu this
event our industrial interests must lie left to sutler
still further injury. Our iron, cosl and tlmlier
will decreaso in value. The enormous freights we
now pay will continue to press upon the producers of
our surplus exports. Our merchant vessels will iu
the end be entirely driven from the sea, and such un¬
just and ruinous limitation will then bo put upon
the enterprise of our people that their inventive
genius will be restrained and their labors left with¬
out just reward. If all this is to be accoin-

glished the policy which produces it must
e based upon the idea that the navy bears

no relation whatever to our commerce, and that the
latter can reach every part of the world and encounter
all the riwdries uud vicissitudes of trade without auy
protection from it. If, on the o*Ucr hand, the gov¬
ernment shall adopt such measures as shall put the
country iu a position to reap the full boncllts of its
commercial enterprise and secure the profits
ot our own carrying trade, which properly
belongs to us, by means of sucha foster¬
ing carts as the national government alone
has power to give, then our navy should
have such strength and character given to it that it
will be able to furnish protection to our commerce
wheresoever it may lie nestled. Our present navy is
or can be made, without any other than the curront
annual appropriations.according to the pxptmditures
of the last and tin- estimates tor the present and next
fiscal year.amply xurtleient to protect our commerce
iu the present stage of its development, but
as our surplus productions are annually In¬
creasing and must lie transported to foreign markets,
or become a total loss on our own bauds, the ques¬
tion whether or not the navy shall be improved so
as to provide for this state of anticipated develop¬
ment, must either now. or at some time in the near
t uture, be decided by Congress. Although it cannot
be properly considered without reference to the an-
dition of the treasury aud its ability to supply addi¬
tional appropriations. yet it becomes an important
factor in dividing it to remember that if even
the f'jo.ooo.uun paid for freights during the
last fiscal year to vesaels sailing under foreign flags
had been retained at home and allowed to become
part of our national wealth, our ability to meet and
overcome the embarrassments of trade would have
been proportionately increased. This sura, if saved
uud judiciously oxpended, would alone be snflicient
to make our commercial marine equal to that of
Oreai Britain aud ottr navy superior to any in the
world.

THE NAVAL ACA1IKMV.

With reference to the Naval Academy the^ccrotary
ssys:.¦
The nttention ot Congress is specifically invited to

the report of the Hoard of Visitors to tin Naval Ac-
ademy, wherein it is shown thai this a tiulrahle insti¬
tution continues to i utitle itself to the public favor.
The system of education is complete in all its do-
partninnls, un<l its liiouux of fitting the cadets tor
official position iu the navy cannot tie too highly
appreciated. In all the departments of study
tlic proficiency of the cadets is in the
highest degree satisfactory. In order, however,
to insure more efficiency in tliut of seamanship,
navigation and gunnery, it is decimal expedient to
make the exercises somewhat more practical by aid¬
ing to tlic military drills on shorn evolutions upon
tie water similar to thOM practised upon vosmds at
war. It is believed that by this means cadet midship-
men w ill bn better prepared t > profit by th.-ir prac¬
tice cruise, and tii.it when they reach the grade
of masters, at the end of two years alter graduation,
they will be more competent todis hargc their duties
on board of men-of-war at sea. These duties involve
both theoretical and practical knowledge of seaman
ship, and upon the manner and efficiency of-their di»-
barge the safety of Is oh vessels atid mows may

frequently di jieud. Steps hay* barn taken
to inaugurate this method of discipline
aud training, and tie ('¦ pai tinent expert! to he able,
with the means ut it* control an I without any
special appropriation for that puipose, to pcrfoct it
within a ruaaonable time.

It will require one or two (idling veasvla and sev¬
eral steam launches. One of the latter lias already
been supplied, and when nth.rs are put in readi¬
ness these vessels wilt furnish tlio means of
uiTordiug instruction to cadet engineers in the prac-
tleal duties of th -ir prnf.-saiou, and tho cadot* gun-
erally will be exorcised in steam tactics, of wiiieii
?hey ha to hitherto been deprived by tlio absence of
those tacilitios.

mavac. (ViM.-int't-rtiru.
It is desirable in the high. <t degree that special

care should is: taken in th profess!-,tut training and
.duration of naval constructor*. Weil educated aud
competent couatrurtoia arc nl-solmcly necessary for
tho navy, If we are to me11 otln .teverinu -uts upon
equal term* upon tho ocean, with t in peace or war,
we Should lie prepared to do <o with snipe equal t
theirs both in ailing and ttghtfug qun.il,os. There
Is hut one way of doing this, and that is by providlug
a corps of competent naval eonstrnrtors. The law,
as it now si.m Is. makes no provision for tlx-
education of such a corps, ami I teel it to bo
my duty to renow the rwcomnieiidatton In niy
fast annual report on this snhletffi The provisions of
the statute lnivliig reforenco to engineers, with a ft w
necessary Modifications if applied to .msvru. toi
would accomplish t lie desired objts t, and tin v could
bo educated at Ute Amdetny like cadet engineers, w 1th
special reference to the details of their professional
duty. Krery argument in favor of imiidlug model
engines by cad. is applies w ith equal force to tho con-
stiuctiou of model ships,

TI1E JtAV* TAIU'S.

Upon the subject <d our navy yards it in remarked
in the report that the limited moans placed at the dis¬
posal of toe department for the preservation and repair
of the several navy yards has beaa disposed of during
tho year with commendable discretion on tin part of
the .".meet* having thcui in charge, Rigid economy
has hot u practised, and no other work bus beetl dolts
Hutu what was found necessary to pr. vent deeuy and
waste. Like sBpropristiouH tor the next fiscal year
will be eimil. tiy applied if it Is the pleasure of ('.in-
gres* that the yards aliall be no further improved, au.I
th .> eatituatcs hat a bceu made with this vie w, although

the department fee]* constrained to say that this will
leave many <<f them without improvements consid¬
ered absolutely necessary uudgriutly etuis. the pul
li. property to damage.
du regard to the liiti ,-x Navy Yard th 8i« retary

rays that only the most ur»i nt work iius been done,
and much that could have lioeu profitably done tf
the appropriation hail been sufficient has bean omitted.
The whole amount expended during the year under
this branch of the service was $M,(Kib Kg. While
this yard is in good condition, uu4 is one of the best
in the country oil account of its admirable location
and the skill of its mechanics, yet there are
several frume buildings in u dilapidated condition
and subject to lie destroyed by tire, for which moro
substantial ones should be substituted. Besides thin
.1 flow of water ha" boon secured, which, with proper
uppliuuees, may bo conducted throughout the yard,
so thut any lire that might occur could bt reudiiy ex¬
tinguished. Hut those improvements lamiot bouiado
without increased appropriations.
Tho Charlcstown (Mass.) yard is in admirable

condition, and the management of those having it
in charge is satisfactory. It has every facility for the
construction and repair of vessels, and Its ropowulk
is believed to be luisurpassitl in tho world. The total
expenditure amounted to $f0,t»17 17.
At the New i.oudon yard tho sum expended has

been small in consequence of the limited iiuprove-
meiits heretofore mado, and amounts only to
gii.iil.l (M, which lias been used for materials, repairs
of officers' ijuu-tois and labor. This yard lias boon
left in on unfinished condition, never liaving been
iltted up lor tho construction or repair of vessels or
lor any branch of manufactures necessary to tlio
naval service. Whether this shall or shall not be
done in the future depends upon the direction of
Congress.

TUB miOOKLVN TABD.
This yard has ben kept in its present good con¬

dition by the utmost cure in management, the
economical improvement of street roads uud wharves,
and by tho necessary repairs of buildings. Tho
work, like that at Charlcstown, hus been of
a general and miscellaneous character, suitable
to the condition of tho yard. The whole
sum expanded during the year is £ 1 l'J.SOl DO. in
order, however, to make such other improvements
at this yard us are demanded by its position on the
harbor of Now Vurk, much of tho work now in pro-
gross will have to be continued.
At the League island yard vgry important und ma¬

terial work has been done, and but for a recent
freshet its general condition would have been
greatly improved. Tho work has necessarily been
of a varied character, as the yurd has never y et
been put In as complete a state of repair
as souie of those that have been longer established.
The total expenditure was $'21'J,415 70. Tho condition
of this yard should command the serious at¬
tention of Congress. Its position in relation
to tho iron und coal fields of Pennsylvania,
and its extensive, deep water front on the
Delaware ltiver, combine to render it second to no

yurd in the country. If left in its present unfinished
condition the property already accumulated there
will rapidly deteriorate in value, and the advantages
contemplated by its location will be in danger ot ulti¬
mate loss.
At the Washington City yard the repairs have not

been us extensive as were required, but have been of
a valuable character, confined to buildings, streets,
shiphousc and wharves. Tho sum of $74,529 To has
been expended and all economically applied, under
the most careful and circumspect management.
At the Gosport or Norfolk yard the uinount ex¬

pended lias been small compared with its value and
importance, being only $7ii,G78 01. A much
larger sum could have been advantageously
used in consequence of tho absolute neces¬
sity for timber sheds. Without those the
large amount of timber collected there
is exposed to the weather and is rapidly decaying.
The annual loss by this means is almost enough to
erect sufficient sheds, but tho department is uuable
to do this without more liberal appropriations, Such
appropriations would undoubtedly be good economy.
At the Ponsoeola yard the amount expended during

the yuar for an iron floating dock, authorized by Con-
grims. was $461,788, which has been paid out of tho
specific appropriation for that purpose. This dock
has been built at Chester, Pa., and is now ready to he
transported to the yard. Inasmuch, however, as
there would be groat danger of loss, owing
to its great hulk and peculiar structure,
if the attempt to transport were made
without extreme caution, both us regards weather and
fitness of means for the purposo, it bus been delayed,
but will be done at as early u period as possible.
When it roaches there it will he a very necessary and
important improvement in the condition of this
yard, as it will furnish the means of docking ships
serving in the Gulf of Mexico. It will bu the only
dock upon the Gulf coast and the only one south of
the OoHport Navy Yard.
At the Marc Inland yard the whole amount ex¬

pended during the year wag #i02,iii>8 85, of which
f :t,44H wan applied to yard improvements. So fur as
those were concerned the work has boon done in a

very satisfactory manner, and the yard is in as good
condition as could he expected under existing circum¬
stances. This being the only yard upon the
Pacific coast the necessity for putting it in the best
possible condition for the construction and repair of
shix>s is considered imperative. It must always be
the point to which all uttr vessels iu the Pacific and
the Chinese sous will bo carried for repairs, and these
cauuut he satisfactorily made unless the yard is j>ut
in condition and kept so.

run TOBFEDO.
The Secretary says the torpedo has become abso¬

lutely essential to the effectiveness to lany modern
system of naval warfare, and that this terrible instru¬
ment lias bocn carried to such perfection that a small
shell filled with a few handfuls of composition will
utterly destroy the largest ship iu the world. The
torpedo can bo as easily exploded below the water
as upon its surface by either concussion
or electricity, and by whichsoever of these modes it
may he done it is probably us effective for the defence
of harbors and ships us it ever will be. The Ord¬
nance bureau hue availed itself of every means at
its command to facilitate the necessary experiments
and inventions, and these, made at comparatively
small coat, have alroady been so perfected as to
promise increased improvement in the fu¬
ture. Captain Ericsson Las constructed a partially
submerged and armored vessel intended for greater
speed than any iron-clad and capable of projecting a
submarine shell with great velocity and accuracy to
a distance of 30U or 400 yards, which is probably as
far as any offensive torpedo is likely to bo
effective at sou. dome preliminary trials have been
made by the inventor, and u board lias been or¬
dered by the department, at his request, for an
oftcial test when it is ready for trial. The same
torpedo can be effectively employed from any vessel
fitted with u tube above or below the water and the
machinery for ejecting the torpedo.

mUUATION OF UOYri.
The Secretary says that too much importance can¬

not be attached to the system of <-ducating boys for
the purpose of manning sbix>s of war with truiucd
seaiucu. It is a permanent force available for any
class or kind of snips; hut in order to perfect anil
place the system OU a permanent basis it
will require the enactment of a law au¬
thorizing tho enlistment of 7">u hoys annually,
at an expense not exceeding #U0,iXKJ per annttni. for
the purpose of manning the American navy with an

intelligent, thoroughly trained and educated class of
American seamen, who will feci all the obligations
and responsibilities of citizenship. It matters u> t
where these boys arc born, their training under the
national flag will instil into their minds the duty of
its protection against all possible foist.

THE MARINE COUPS.
Inasmuch as tho apx>riq>rlattouH asked for the Ma¬

rino corps uru stuall eonip .red to tho services ren¬
dered, the diqiartmcut hopes that the corps will he
liberally dealt a tth by Congruw. The number of tuou
is now so limited that it is exceedingly difficult to
supply ships ut soa yards and stations with the neces¬

sary number of men, and unless the department has
power to do this the x>ublic service must uuffor.

pension hull.
The report shows there were on the navy pension

rolls June JML 1*18, invalid* 1,'iHl, and navv widows
anil others 1,705, and the amount paid $602,990 91.
Hy coinpariug turn statement with that of tho last fiscal
year it is seen that the uutner of pensioners lis* in¬
creased 47; tliat the sum that thny are entitled
to draw ha* iucreasnd $iii.hit'. 36, a bile the total
amount actually paid to pawtoltoni lias dis-rvascd
filbi.k'u tV4. The bocretary, tor rcoMins stab si, rvcom-
lusuds that the interest on tbe navy pension fund
lie hereafter increased to at least four p r eent, so
thte the Investments may be mode in bond* of that
claM. *

NAVAL INTELLIGENCE.

Portsmouth, N. H., Nov. 23, 1878.
The Tallapoosa lias si rived at the Navy kard, with

engines anil machinery for the Iutucsster.

OUR FLAG AGAIN INSULTED.

SEIZVr.1 OF AN AMkltU-AN VBsnfiL BI A CHIUIAN

CRVihEfi.A QVM8TION Of bXHPUTEO TEU1U-

TOBT.
ntu.sos Amies, Oct. 24, 1878.

Great excitement has been created by the seizure,

by the Chilian corvette Msgalianes, of the American
bsrk Devonshire, Gsptsiti Haco, wliile loading guano
at tho Island of Monte Leone, with s license from the

Argrntine government. Tliefslsnl lie* six miles
HOiitli of the r.vcr bunts Crux, in the soutli part ot

Patagonia, in tho disputed territory. The Devonshire
hud u licrnno to loud b00 tons, IsHiied to August M.
Vontury, of lluenn* Ayros. She had on board 730
tons ot guano when the Chilian corvette Magullane i

came In, October 11. The corvette, finding tlie i u|>*.u.11
and louder* ustiore, waited a d.iy lor their return, but,
as the) did not put in uu appearance, then took tho
har'k in tow and carried lior to Pnnta Arenas, in tho
Strait*. The charterers, on receiving intelligence,
October is. telegraphed to Uunoral Osborne, at lloss-

rlo, and to the Minister iu Chill, protesting against
the seizure. The Argentiin government lis* also tel¬
egraphed to the t Lilian government.

l'AlAIIOSlA.N IIOVTlll.NOB.

liy decree Colonel Alvaro d« Barroe has been sp-
I>ointed Governor of Pfitagotila, and It is said the two

irou-cfhda Plata and Andes arc to convey him to bU
post.

STRIKE OF STONECUTTERS.
. Mo.wniE.vn, Nov. 28, 1878,

Nlxty stonecutters, employed on dectlou Three of
tiu Lscliine CauaJ. struck lor higher wages.

TRANSPORTING INDIAN ^
SUPPLIES.

FAILURE OF AN EXPERIMENT OF THE PRPART-
MENT INDIAN PONIES AM' INDIAN DRIVERS
A FAILURE.TROUBLE ANTICIPATED AT RED

CROUD.A CHANCE Foil THE CONTRACTORS,

[inr TELEGRAPH TO THE HERALD.]
Yankton, IX T.. Nov. 28, 1878.

There is trouble ahead with the K«<1 Cloud Indiana.
An army officer reports 1,000,003 pounds of supplies
at the old agency buildings on ti e Missouri. This
must bo transported back iutotlie country a distance
of joo miles to ltcd Cloud's pr. scut location.

the DxriacuLTIM.
The transportation train, numbering 100 wagons,

has started out with 100,000 pounds. There arc 100
Indian drivers, with their squaws, who accompany
them as cooks. It will tako at least one mouth to
make the round trip. Tho Indians aud ponies will
subsist out of the 1.000 pounds loaded on
oat h wagon. A hundred miles of the country
travelled over has beau burned clean by prairie fires
aud cannot furnish any forage. The ponies are de¬
scribed by the oUlcers as "jack rabbits" not strong
enough to haul the hat ott'aman's head. With bad win¬
ter weather and the usual amount of snow, ranging
from one to ten feet in depth, these ponies must slick
and the supplies <« mute be abandoned. Clulcr the most
favorable circumstances the Indians, with their trans¬
portation facilities, will occupy ten months to get
tluiir winter supplies through. Their annuity goods,
Including the winter clothing, arc still upon tho
river. There arc U.uOO poople depoudaut upon these
supplies. My informant says it is u question whether
tho driver tuid his companion can haul sufficient to
supply themselves and ponies on a round trip. If,
meanwhile, contractors arc called in the cost of trans¬
portation will be more than the supplies are worth.

THE INDIAN DRIVERS.
'The Indian driver gets $30 per mouth, and If iliat

is deducted from the appropriation for his supplies,
us tho Commissioner says it will be, the Indians
will be dissatisfied. Some Indian transportation
wagons on the trail to Spotted Tail have already been
abandoned, llids have been asked for transportation
of 500,000 pounds from Yanctun to Spotted Tail, 'TOO
miles over the roughest kind of aroad. Tho contract
will bo lot to-morrow. Tho conundrum is. Why is
ail this transportation left till winter :«d the Dakota
contractors? General Hammond, the Indian inspector,
is now at Fine ttidge. Red Cloud's camin investigating
tho conduct of the agent, Dr. Irwin, who did so much
to move the Iud.uns away from the river.

A TElUtlBLK CRIME.

A YOUNG WHITE LADY ASSAULTED AND WOUNDED

BY A DESPERATE NEGRO.LYNCHERS ON HIS

[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE HERALD.]
Balkioh, N. C., Nov. 28, 1878.

On the evening of November 21 an assault was

made upon Miss Martha Johnson, the daughter of a

respectable farmer in Boonhill township, Johnston
county, by a negro. The assault was most brutal.
The negro went to the house about four o'clock in
tho afternoon, when no one was there but Miss John¬
son, and, after first asking for a drink of water, made
improper advances to the young lady, who became
very indignant. The villain then seized the lone girl
and attempted to force her. Her resistance was de¬
termined. The negro drew a knife and threatened to
murder her unless sho would submit. He cut her
twice about tho shoulders with the knife, and then
attempted to stab her in the breast, which she
prevented by seizing the knife, by which her right
hand was severely wounded. During the scuffle the
cries of the young lady were heard by one of tho
neighbors, and when he came to her assistance the
negro had almost succeeded in overpowering Miss
Johnson. On the arrlvsl of the neighbor the negro
fled.

XRACKINO AND AIUtKSTtNO THl". CRIMINAL.
Ncwh of the affair soou spread end a vigilance com¬

mittee was organized to search for tho criminal. Sev¬
eral negroes were arrested by tho committee aud car¬
ried before the lady, but none were identified. Tho
vigilance committee openly assorted their intention
of lynching the negro whenever the right one should
be caught. Yesterday a large, very black negro, namedOruiuci Atkinson, was arrested in Obcrliu, a negro
settlement near this city, on suspicion. He was
taken to Johnston county and idciitiilcd by Miss
Jhhusou as her assailant. He had a preliminary
hearing before the police magistrate and was sent on
to jail to await the action of the Grand Jury. Great
excitement prevailed, aud the officer had to summon
a posse to his assistance to prevent the lynching <>f
Atkinson, who is now iu jail at Smithtteld, the county
sent, aud a strong guard lias boon placed there for the
protection of the prisoner. Mijs Johnson is a white
lady, very beautiful, aged nineteen. Her family is
highly respectable. She lived ueur Princeton, on the
North Carolina Railroad.
Atkinson is known as a brutal and desperate char¬

acter. Intelligence of his taking off by lynchers may
he expected at any moment.

TAZEWELL'S DISGRACE.

THE MCTILATGR8 AND MURDERERS OF JACK¬

SON PROTECTED BY LOO.it. OKFICFBS.

[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE HEIULD. ]
Bristol Tenn., Nov. 'M, 1878.

The concealment of the Hngera-Caywoo^ party
somewhere in Claiborne county in now conceded, and
that they are necking to either compromise or pur¬
chase imruuuity hy bribiug the Kentucky authorities
aud suborning witnesses. They are sanguine of
doing this. The law-abiding citixens arc shocked at
the want of enterprise exhibited by Kentucky au¬

thorities, armed as they are with Qoveruor Porter's

ruqilaition aud authority to arrest. The odicers of
Claiborne arc in full sympathy with the outlaws and
know their whercaltonts. It is said the de¬
tectives who came to Tazewell in quest of
them are talking of compromising with tbcui
for a nominal consideration. 1 do not vouch
for thiH, but the fact of uo effort being made to ar¬
rest them gives plausibility to the allegation. Deter¬
mined detectives could easily secure them, and the
failure of the i'i.lM reward to stimulate them to it
gives color to tire report that the murderers have
outbid the rewurd. This crime of torture and mur
der seems to have no ]>urallel even among the fiendish
atrocities of Indians, and the continued presence
of the perpetrators within half a day's ride of tlio
scene of their cruelty and slumo is one
of the crowning disgraces of the period.
The sheriff of the couuty, inst'-ad of seeking
their arrest, took them to his residence to board, and
rode about the county in company with them for their
protection. Attempts have been made to circulate tho
belief that the part) took the train at Lenoir and Con¬
cord stations, west of Kuoxvlih , on the night of the
8th. They are, however, secreted in the hills of C(air¬
borne, ami if the Kcutnukiaus cau be bulldoaod or

bought up, or witnesses suborned, they will again
stalk forth in the county. Rogers is one of Chancel¬
lor Smith's pots, and Caywood is another parly official.
It is hoped Circuit Judge lt .se will rem <ve him.

THE TOBACCO FACTORY FIRE.

LIST OF THE INSURANCES -ORIGIN OF THE FIRE,

[ilk TELEGRAPH To THE HERALD.]
l'CTKRSBCUG, Va.. Nov. '18, 1H7S.

The insurauoo mi the tobacco factory of William
Cameron X Brother, det-troyed last night by tiie,
was distributed among the follow iug named compa¬
nies in the suuic respectively stated:.Virginia Fire
mid Marine, Richmond, Petersburg Savings
Company. ftUklt): Ueorgia Hum.', ft.itls; Fire Asso¬
ciation of Philadelphia, $5,0U0: Pennsylvania, of
Philadelphia. i-VklU: Connecticut, Hartford, fis.HOI);
(Jllccn. # l'l.M'.l; Fire Association of Phila¬
delphia, tfO.ndU; Pbieuix, of New York,
North British aud Mercantile, London ami
Edinburgh. flo,'j.'s>; Williamsburg City, New
York. $7.oM7; Atlantic. New York, SLOW: Man¬
hattan. N'ew York. ft.Otrj; I'anoull Hall. Boston,
(1,'IM; Westchester, fLO.'d: (Iruutto. Loudon, Llver-
pool'aud (Hobc. reinsurance, $10,7iM; Merchants ami
Mechanic*'Company, Richmond, Va.. $2,631: Ports¬
mouth Insurance Company, SY.tl'U: Imperial North¬
ern Insurance Company. London, f.x.uou.

ORI'HN OF Till. FIRK.
The origin of the tire remains a mystery. 1 he

flames w. re first discovered in the drying room, over
the oiigiuo room. The tire is believed to liave Imu
wholly accidental. It is stated that the loss will
amount to $00,1x1 i more than the Insuruuce covers.
The Cameron factory was once before burins), when

occupied iu> n North Cnrolina hospital by the Cotifed-
rates in 1 A negro aimed Morgan was hutigud

for setting it on fire.

NORTH CAROLINA CONGRESSMEN.

A LIVELY TIME EXPECTED TO-DAY OVER THE

CONTESTED DISTRICT** NOTICES OF rituTU.sTM.

[Ut TEL GRAPH TO THE HERALD.]
BaLXIiIH, N. C., Nov. J8, 1878.

The state Board of Canvassers, composed of the
(tovcnior, Attorney itenerwl, decretory of st it aud
two State Senators mot here to-day to cauvics the
Congressional returns aud issue certificate*. O Uara,
¦publican, Iroui the Nccoud district, will contest tie

right of Kitchen, democrat, utid Ycatt e. democrat,
will contest Martin's rigtit from the First dlstrnt.
All parties were represented by able counsel. It
iveing Thanksgiving Dijf. however, th" Board ad¬
journed till to-ioorrovv, when a lively time is ex-

potud.
FATAL KXl'LOHiON.

.Ptmmctui, Pa.. Nov. 28, 1878.
A lioiler explosion occurred m ar Duuliar, Pa., this

afternoon, by, which Hi. hurl tivans, Daniel (tar-
rieou and J. J. Miller were instantly kill's!; Joseph
Yayon mortally, mul ten others seriously Injured.
Mod of these nisn were on the roof of the boiler
house erecting a new stack when the exploflou cu¬
min nJ.

MURPHY'S TEMPERANCE WORK.

KEMaRKU5XJ6 RC.'KXX IN' TVK KKVEHTM STHKKT
Ml THUD1ST NfUCOML ClIUUi'H.A FBEK
LUKCII PROVIDED FOB THE ll.D'OLMEU S 1N-
Bi 'EVENT CONKTITt'ENCY.
tin- announcement that a tree feed would be fur¬

nished to wiioeier wanted one at the Murphy course
of temperance exercises b ut the edict of filling the
Seventh Street ?I thodist Episcopal Church, early
yesterday fori noon, with a singularly mix d congro*
Ration. Many of those present had evidently come
troni their roosts ia a liur-v ami omitted maklug
anything like a toilet. Tii ;ir faces were alien to soap
and water, and their clothe* appeared to have been
pitched on with a hayfork, and in the absence of
buttons were held together with inns. Some who
sat in the trout seats seemed to have been spending a

convivial time over night and were easily moved to
merriment. They looked upon Mr. Murphy as a

iirst class comedian and laughed heartily every time
b" spoke and smiled. Others were without any vis¬
ible trace of linen about their persons, uud were hag¬
gard and weary, v. ith bloodshot eyes, to which
sleep lia<l been tor some time a stranger. A majority
looked us if a free luuch would agree with them to a

nicety, and the sooner it was ready the more welcome.
There were a score or so of ladies in the body of the
church and in the galleries, and several respectable
apostles of the temperance cause wore on the plat¬
form. Judge Griiiith, a police magistrate of Troy,
m.wle an address on the evil fruits of intemperance
relating the story of a man in Troy, who hud, reached
the very lowest depth* in tb" career of the drunkard,
but who was resound b> Mr. Murphy when on u visit
there at onetime., and now was :i Nourishing and re-

spectod citizen. with a credit account at tile bank.
After some singing and playing by the Wilson duet
and the choir a little girl came forward w ith an enve¬
lope for Mr. Murphy, on opening which he announced
that it was a contribution of % 1 to provide a ins* lunch
for the poor men in attendance. Dollar bills, alter
this, were handed in by a score of people for the
same object, and the pastor of the church, llov. Mr.
Keller, pledged himself to be good for 150 lunch
tickets. Vigorous uud suggestive applause followed
the pastor's hospitable proclamation.
"Now." said Mr. Murphy, "all you who desire a

meal hold tip your hands." uud up went the digits of
almost everybody in trout of him, which created
much amusement, especially us the speaker looked
for amoment licwlldered, as if he feared there v as
not enough shot in the locker to go round. There¬
upon an enthusiastic lady in the audieuco announced
herself good for fifty lunches more, and it was thou
clear that no one would be left unprovided for. The
lunch tickets were for a meal each at certain restau¬
rants i'ii the Bowery. Two gentlemen were appointed
to distribute them at the entrance a* those who wanted
them passed out into the street. The liest part of the
congregation turned eagerly toward the door and an
eager but good natured crush followed. Those who
got their tickets hastened away at the double quick,
and the restaurants in the neighborhood were soon
full of customers. A hundred or so remained in the
church and the meeting a as kept going.
Speaking to the Ueuald reporter, Mr. Murphy said

that about live thousand people had already signed
the pledge.
"Did tncy belong to auy particular class?"
"No, they embraced ail classes and included quite a

number of women." '

"When do you expect to conclude your labors?"
"A week from next Monday. After that 1 shall take

a rest."
"Do yon expect nil your converts to temperance

Will keep their pledges?"
"Not all. When some men suddenly give up drink

and have no means of substituting stimulating food
and uo friends to encourage them they get weak and
disheartened and are easily tempted to renew their
acquaintance with rum. It is a pity these men who
spend millions on churches, libraries, tombstones
and the like don't appropriate a little charity to sav¬
ing the human lives that are every day going down to
Uu: pit of holl for want of sympathy and exertion on
the part of their tellow men; but 1 suppose Duma'
lino will always tell the fact that 'man's inhumanity
to man makes countless thousands mourn." "

EVENING SESSION.
At the evening session the church was as full of

people us it could conveniently hold, u largo propor¬
tion being wolucu. Judge (jritiith, who spoke in the
forenoon, made a more stirring and extended address,
which, at its conclusion, was long and loudly ap¬
plauded. He related what a hard ease he was when
addicted to drink, the misery be endured and the
great contrasting happiness that total abstinence
brought to itiiu. He dwelt especially upon the im¬
portance, even from a material point of view, of hav¬
ing a character for sobriety.
At tin* conclusion of his speech Mr. Murphy an¬

nounced a mass meeting in the Cooper Institute for
Sunday evening, and then Introduced a gentleman,
named Mr. Edward Foote, of Sprlnglleld, Mass., who
related how, for twenty-three years, he hud never
si>ent a sober Thanksgiving till this one, and liow ho
was indebted tor his rescue to Brother Murphy, of
whom he spoke with great enthusiasm. Several
other speakers followed, and at the closo a large num¬
ber oi men and some women want torward and signed
the pledge.

STABBED ON THE BATTEBY.

FIGHT WITH A TABGET COMPANY.AN INNOCENT

HAD DANGFROOHLY WOUNDED.
Wliile a target company, composed of Woahinptou

Market boys and their friends, was marching along
Battery place on its way to the Mtatcn Island ferry
John Kenny, a lad of seventeen, residing in >Vasb-
iugtnn street, who happened to be a spectator
standing at the corner of Greenwich street, was, it is
teared, fatally stabbed by a surly looking
fellow named John Redden. The latter did
not belong to tiie target compauy, but though
unacquainted with the shootists insisted upon follow-
itig tiiem. He had been repeatedly told to "clear out
of the ranka," uutil dually, when reaching the Bat¬
tery. he was put out. While standing near one of the
tries, still making remarks quite uncomplimentary
to the target company members, aome of the latter
threatened to punish him for his uncalled for
interference. He did not miud their threat*,
and threatened to stab any one that dared
to aasnult hiin. A ms/s* here followed, when, un¬
fortunately, in the pushing and jostling, young
Kenny, who happen -d to be quite near, was thrown
against ltoddou. The latter made goo<l his threat
uud plunged a large si/.e pocket knife into Kenny's
abdomen. The poor lad fell bleeding fevrfnlly, with
the knife still imbedded in bis body, and was at onco
taken to Dr. Shine, a resident of State, street, whoro
his wountl was dresso<l and his relatives were at nueo
sent for. Tho father, who ia quite a respectable
eitiisen, rrsiding in Washington street, was uot slow
in coming to the place, wliere lie found his only son
stdl bleeding, and had him, after some delay, ro-
moved to his home.

Officer Seanlon, ou duty in that vicinity, after hav-
liim cared for the wounded, at onee jumped ou the
Staten Island ferryboat, where lbsldeu had taken
refuge, luei arrested him. He took his prisoner at
onee to the b.slside of Kenny, who at onee ideutiiW
him as tiie fellow who had stabbed him. In fact, later
iu the day lhslden admitted that lie had committed tho
deed, saying, "1 stabbed hitu," aud become quite
anxious about the condition of his antagonist.
He claims, however, that lie acted iu self-defence,
as he says "a whole gang" was alter liiin. He also
ib-nles that ho took the knife out with the inteutiou
of stabbing any one. but says that when he whs
driven out of the rank* and look up his position near
the ilattery tree he began to ut a piece of wood,
and happened to hs\c the knife in his hand when the
assault was Dade noon him. Young Kenny a wound
i* Is lieyi d to 1m lalal, and at a lab' hour last evening
he was in quite a precarious condition.

A DEAL TUAGEDY.
Daniel Hrasel, a newsboy, fourteen years of age, liv¬

ing al No. Jt» Oak street, was accidentally shot by a

companion ou Wislm sday night m ar the Ilnost-volt
strci t fcrrv house. It appear.' that Ida «'.<nipauioii car¬

ried a revolver and would ntien act portlousnf the play
of "Buffalo Hill" aud other pieces of that kind, and
would sometimes bring the revolver into play iu Ills
personations, lhn-vl had Just sold his last ]taper
and was counting over bis money when his
emupnnion, se. ing him, put on a tieudisb look,
pulled out and ei<cke«l the revolver and stullici
up to him saying, "Your money or your life."
Thinking that Um weapon wan not loahat be pulled
the trigger. A report wna le-ard and Brnsel fell. Tho
hull entered the left side and struck thC collar bone,
breaking it. As coon as his companion saw what lie
had dene l e became frightened and liegged lfrnsel not
to have him arrested, as In did uot mean to shoot
liim Tin ease was r« portisl at the Fourth prccluet
aMd Captain Petty caused a search to be made tot the
young tragedian, but ha lias uot been caught aa Jrot.BrascT'B father would uot allow his son to b taken to
the hospital, but had two surgeons attending hint ut
home. Au attempt was tnadb to extract the bay but
without nvidt. Ilraael's rei owry is doubtful,

SELLING BOGUS TICKETS.

Among the loudest who cried " tickets for sale" at
the Cathedral lair la-t evening was John Tootuey,
who said he redded in No. <19 Kant Broadway. Nuin-
bcra of people were ready to buy their tickets from
him. but aft''Ward thought it advisable to purvh.iso
their tickets st the oilier inside th« eliatiei 1. But to¬
ward si v. ii o'clock the olliee in th OathMoral was
crowdt d aud Tooinoy eiigi rly solie ite 1 people visiting
the fstf to buy Ula ttcket*. He s d«l two und was ill
tile .let of selling mote whcU William Kooillle, of No.
.If. Host FoUrtis utli street, stepped up to him and
asked liim where ho got tho tickets which he was
s. llitlg. lie ripltrl Unit he bought them as he
bought otlicr tickets which hu was accustomed
to sell. Kcehue showed him that the tick¬
ets which lie lusl wore counterfeits. 'I he
pasteboard was heevl -r than tho regular tickets, and
the printing ou them was lesa deep. Tooniuy was
hand'd ever to Ofle cr Cttitiiuiiigs, of the Nineteenth
precinct station house, where he Was looked Up.
Tickets an I checks tor Nible's Garden and the Fruueh
ball, as well us ivlniut thirty I-'air tickets, were found
Upon litm. It Is suggested by the authorities at the
Uir that visitors should buy their tickets at the olbcu
ill the Cat holral.

THE TERRIBLE AFGHAN.
Sir George Campbell's Views on Bea-

conslield's War Policy.

VICTORY WORSE THAN DEFEAT.

Danger to England From the
Jingo Madness.

While the gray mints of ilawu still hung over the
hay uud the city yesterday morning a tall figure in *

plaid ulster and a tourist's cap made its way on board
the White Star steamer Republic, at pier No. 52 North
Bivcr. A lli iia.ji reporter recognized in 'lie stranger
Sir George Campbell, member of Parliament for Kir-
ciddy and ex-Govt-ruor General of Bengal, whose
spetclios oil Indian matters have excited such wide
attention. Early an was the hour all was bustle on
board the vessel, for sho was to sail at eight o'clock
sharp, aud the decks were thronged with passenger,
and leave-taking friends. The reporter made himsell
known to Sir George, and, withdrawing to a some¬
what quiet comer, held a brief conversation with
hinf concerning the Afghan difficulty in which Great
Britain is at present involved.

"I still adhere," said Sir George, "to the opiuious
I have expressed in the House of t'ouimousaud every¬
where else throughout this whole discussion, I am
not a military man.though I hu\e seen a good deal
of the present sort of thing.and I don't profess to
judge from a military point of view whether it is
right or not right to advance the frontier; but
from a political and financial standpoint I entertain
very strong opinions. Supposing it to be granted
that from a purely military point of view it might ha
right to advance, the frontier, supposing .Afghanistan
to bo a country in which the people ut all resemble
those of India or of the portion of the Himalayas
which ut ail resembles India.

A NATION OP SOU>IEKS.

"You have in Afghanistan a very mountainous
country, which, as tiie lsto Dost Mohamod
used to say, produces only two things.stones and
men; aiid the difficulty is not so much the military
question as the dilemma in which wc shall be put
when wc should have gained the country,
if we do gain it. It is a ease in which
victory will bo very perilous, uud, indeed, worse

than defeat, because tin; country can yield
ns nothing. Every Afghan is bora to fight from his
youth upward, and you must keep a soldier to look
ai't.-rooeh conquered subject, while the country will
yield uo revenue to pay for them. The policy which
is now being pursued is absolutely identical with that
which was followed just forty years ago; but then
wc hud a llusso-phobiun panic on account of the Rus¬
sian advance to Khiva and the missiouof the Hussion
officer to Afghau, and we fancied that the then ruler.
Dost Mohamed, father of the present mau, was un¬

friendly. ami. while we did not wish to take posses¬
sion of the country, we sought to set up a friendly, in¬
stead of an unfriendly ruler. We found then I
friendly ruler, a refugee in our territory, and with
little difficulty we set him np, but having set him up
we found that our difficulties were only just beguu,
for the Afghans, who never belore uuitod on anv mor¬
tal thing whatever, became at once united to resist
the man who was supported by foreigu power.

TOO HOT TO BE H-Chlt.
"After two or three years we found the country fai

too hot for us, and after a series of disasters with
which the world is tamilior we wort- only too glad ta
get out of it. We are now repeating exactly the part
we played on that occasion. The history of the
present year might be told in the same words ia
which the opening of the former campaign is de¬
scribed. Supposing we shall have an equal military
success, which may or may uot be, we should In any
case find it ruinous to the business of India, because
siuco the mutiny wr have uot been tin great military
Power that Lord Beacousficld aud the Jingo party
seem to suppose. On the contrary, since we have
discovered that we cannot trust the native troops ws
liavu been obliged, for both financial and political rea¬
sons, to reduce our army to a poiut which ia very
little more than sufficient to hold the country. AVs
cannot put a large army in the field; we have uo re¬
serves and if wc had we have no money to pay fot
them.
"Are these views held by auy coiiaiderable portion

of the British people V" naked the reporter.
"1 believe," replied Sir George, "that with, per*

haps, the exception of Lord llcacimxfield, those view!
were held throughout by Her Majesty's governtueut.
They certainly were the views of the rcprescutativar
of the Indian department in the House of Common^
and they have been supported always by mo in up
holding these views.

UiUD UIIDX'l FOLIC* OOKDEMMEU.
* "What do you thins of the policy of LordLytton t"
"It seems to lue that the end of the question has

been foil ed by His Lordship, who has put himself
at the head of the extreme Jingo party, with or with¬
out the connivance of Lord iicacousAcld. Lord
Lytton has always been exceedingly anxious to do
what he lias done now; but he was heretofore re¬
strained and forbidden by the home government, auil
things were quiet until the ltussiaus threw a fly in
the shape ot ttie re. ent mission to Cuhul, which laird
Lytton greedily swallowed, that lieing just the oppor¬
tunity lie wanted to give him a pretext fur indulging
in bis aggressive policy. lie made that the ground
for sending a mission to Calml, and sending that mia-
xiuu he employed every device not to make it ao
ceptable to the Ameer, but to make it disagreeable U
him in the highest degree. He put at the h ud of thl
com mission a soldier ot very hgh rank, well kuowa
as having done more loan any older man lu the way
of lighting Afghan tribes, and sent with him a very
large military escort, making a great show and parade
and altogether giving to tlio mission not a peacefulcharacter, but of the precise character which the
Aiuc -r most apprcliuudod.namuiy, the character of a
mission to dominate over him and to reduce him to
the position ot one of the protected pi.in -» of India.
That mission was sent on the responsibility of Lord
Lytton, not on that of Her Majesty's governruent, an
upp ers in Lord I'ampbeil's despatch. Having sent s
mission, which was le.a! and properly constituted,
and having it rejected a id rcpulsisi, Lord Lytton at
last hsd a held for ea. rvitlg out his own ltUNsiau pol¬
icy, und, as I said, he has forced the hand of the gov*
crdment and got us into this war.

as qu> as ih.ue iuiskivs.
"Is the Auiecr as foruiiduble an enemy an has been

generally reported here. Hit George? '

"Yes; Lord Grey was perfectly right in saying tint
Afghanistan was equal to three liccuiax, without a
Christian population to assist us."
"His subjects are said to be good and obstinate

fighters.' is that true?"
Che Afghans are not so much accustomed to Euro¬

pean wariarc and not ao United as tiic Turks,
although tin y are quite as good soldiers. It ia
possible that wo may nave a rapid military success,
but it Is by no means eerlaiu. should we lie sueccsa-
ful, however, our diittc illtius, as I said bof uv, will only
then begin in good earnest. Whatever ruler we may
set up will, on that very ground alone, lie hateful to
the people of Afghanistan. It we support him it will
rain us, mid if wc do not support hiui it will dia¬
grams us."

MIK oimol'l lMPBRssloas OF AMKRtCA.
While this eoliver atnui was in progress the mist had

lilted front the rii. r and a few stray sunbeams break¬
ing through tlie clouds gave promise of a fair day for
the beginning of the voyage. l'hc Vessel was to lcava
tlie pier at eight o'clock to the miuutc, and already
frietida of passeugars were uotilled to go aatwre. Sir
George seeuied UUsiIocfc d by tlio bustle and from his
quiet corarr took in the scene in the manner of oua
w in. liud no purl it ular Iutarest in it. While the haw-
sera wen l.cing east off the r< porter aateed litui what
were tiic principal impressions of this country he bait
obtain.' during hia three months of uu wteutatioua
trav< 1 in it.

"(tb! could not undertake to give th-'m out of
hand," tm answered, w ith a laugh, "it's a big, bigcountry."
"IHm't see any rocks ahead of us, do you?"
"No; I take a very Impelul view of the future of

America. Titer., are no really ditU. nil social ques¬
tions b, twe.-u tha blacks on.l the white population,
fids particular question cOms to imtid Arat bccauae
1 have spent most of my time iu the Hoiuh. ludcei,
It was to ae» und study tluit -us-tlnn that 1 rattle over
1 hwio, however, barn Iravclltug a good deal In thl
North and West ulso. the Ida. ka in Die Month can.
not do without the whites, and the whites lu turn
catiunt dispense wttli the serviees of the blaek«, st
that tiiii question will adjust itself,"

"Will you write a book on your return to Eug-
land?" asketl the reporter, innocently.

Sir Uao.ga looked a little surprised| then ha
smiled phasantly as ho said, "I wuu't say that I
shall."

..You think you will, however ?"
"Well. I useaily maku some uxu of my trAveld; I

alwa.s a take nob s."
Tiic warning screech of the ste.ira whistle tint an

end to the conversation. A minute later the ilu¬
luensi. steamer whs steaming slowly down the rivjr.

NOTE FKOM MR. DEVEUKUX.

I tica, Nov. 27, 187*.
Til THE t.DITOU OF THE HkHALU:.

It was not my intention to say to your reporter, at
ia contained iu jour issue of the 'JTtli inst., that "al*
Hudson ltivcr counties, excepli ug Orange, are tiadt"
but that "some of t(|e Hudson lliver counties, exn

log Grunge county, are bad according to reports tit
our ofllce." The above rorructtnu I c.uiaider liupor-
taut, and by publishing the -vine yon will nm.'h
oblige yours, \o. V. HKM'.UKl \,

Lotumiiaiencr Tilth Judicial Liati iei.


